Inter national Jour nal of Linguistics

and Literature (IJLL) International Academy of Science,
ISSN(P): 2319-3956; | SSN(E): 2319-3964 > Engi . d Technol
Vol. 7, Issue 3, Apr-May 2018; 11-18 g LML | e T

© IASET IASET Connecting Researchers; Nurturing Innovations

THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN BANGLADESH

Most Tasnim Begum' & Md Rafiqul |slam?
! ecturer, Department of English, Faculty of Languages and Translation, King Khalid University, Saudi Arabia
?|_ecturer, Department of English, Shanto-Mariam University of Creative Technology, Dhaka, Bangladesh

ABSTRACT

The state of English in Bangladesh in the twenty- first century is indeed all-embracing. The use and role of
English in media, press, education, commerce, and industries, courts, information and technology, national and
international communication signify that English is a highly functional language in this country. Such exhilarating
linguistic circumstance of English raises a very significant linguistic issue: How and why has English become very
pragmatic in the life of the people in Bangladesh. This article attempts to answer this question from a historical
perspective. It analyzes the use and spread of English in Bangladesh since independence in 1971. It also gives evidence of
the presence of English in the important domains of national life. Finally, the paper concludes with some recommendations
towards bringing effective language policies that will remove the confusion regarding language use and allow people to

use English for devel opment purposes.
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