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ABSTRACT

The state of English in Bangladesh in the twenty- first century is indeed all-embracing. The use and role of

English in media, press, education, commerce, and industries, courts, information and technology, national and

international communication signify that English is a highly functional language in this country. Such exhilarating

linguistic circumstance of English raises a very significant linguistic issue: How and why has English become very

pragmatic in the life of the people in Bangladesh. This article attempts to answer this question from a historical

perspective. It analyzes the use and spread of English in Bangladesh since independence in 1971. It also gives evidence of

the presence of English in the important domains of national life. Finally, the paper concludes with some recommendations

towards bringing effective language policies that will remove the confusion regarding language use and allow people to

use English for development purposes.

KEYWORDS: Historical Legacy of English in Bangladesh, Spread and Use of English in Various Domains,

Language Policy and English, The Future of English

Article History

Received: 22 Aug 2017 | Revised: 20 Mar 2018 | Accepted: 27 Mar 2018

International Journal of Linguistics
and Literature (IJLL)
ISSN(P): 2319-3956; ISSN(E): 2319-3964
Vol. 7, Issue 3, Apr-May 2018; 11-18
© IASET


